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Note:  The information below was compiled using many sources on the Internet.  As you know, not all “facts” on the 
Internet are true.  While we made an effort to use good sources, there may be errors, and the situation is changing 
rapidly. 
 
Historical Comparisons 
SARS broke out in China and Hong Kong in 2002.  There were 8096 reported cases and 744 deaths (10% mortality).  
COVID-19 and SARS share the vast majority of their genetic makeup.  Chinese scientists traced SARS through the 
intermediary of civets to cave-dwelling horseshoe bats in Yunnan province.  
 
In 2012, MERS (Middle East respiratory syndrome) had a total of 2500 reported cases reported and a mortality rate 
of 37%. It is believed to have come from camels, or more precisely through unpasteurized camel milk. In May 2014 a 
US health-care worker was found to have MERS.  He had recently spent time in Saudi Arabia and returned to the US 
infected with the virus. The patient made a full recovery and didn’t pass the virus on to anyone else. 
 
The coronavirus is the cause of about 20% of colds.  Common human coronaviruses, including types 229E, NL63, 
OC43, and HKU1, usually cause mild to moderate upper-respiratory tract illnesses, like the common cold. Most 
people get infected with these viruses at some point in their lives. These illnesses usually only last for a short amount 
of time.  However, immunity from past exposure to other coronaviruses does not seem to help with the 2019-NCoV. 
 
Name 
WHO named the virus COVID-19. The name proposed by International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses is SARS-
CoV-2. 
 
Source: 
COVID-19 may have come from bats before spreading to an intermediary animal host and then to people.  
 
Symptoms 
For COVID-19 infections, reported cases have ranged from people with little to no symptoms to people being 
severely ill and dying. Symptoms can include: 

 Fever 
 Cough 
 Shortness of breath/trouble breathing 

About 14% of patients in one study had diarrhea or nausea before the above symptoms appeared. 
 
Incubation Period 
Symptoms of COVID-19 may appear in as few as 2 days or as long as 14 after exposure.  The average sick patient will 
infect about two others. 
 
Contagiousness 
In Wuhan, the number of infected people doubled in size roughly every week in the outbreak’s first few weeks.  
 
Transmission 
COVID-19 appears to be transmitted via respiratory droplets and close contact, rather than germs lingering on 
surfaces or moving through the air.  In China, 60.5% of all cases since the start of the outbreak have been reported 
from Hubei Province.  
 
A woman from Shanghai flew to Germany Jan 19-22.  She began to feel sick in German and took medicine to reduce 
her fever. When she arrived home, she was confirmed to have coronavirus.  A 33-year-old German who had 
meetings with her developed a sore throat, chills, and muscle soreness, with a fever and cough arriving the following 
day. He returned to work Jan. 27. On Jan. 28, the man and 3 co-workers tested positive for the virus. On Feb 4, the 
infected number had increased to 8 German adults and 2 of their children.  
 
 



Treatment 
About 100 hospitalized patients in China treated for COVID-19 received therapies like antivirals and oxygen. About a 
third of the patients had been discharged by the time the study was written. 
 
Several groups started working on a vaccine for COVID-19 shortly after Chinese scientists shared the virus’s genetic 
sequence in an online public database on Jan. 10. Two groups say they will have a vaccine ready for testing in 
animals in one month. Another group estimates that it could have a vaccine ready for a phase one clinical trial in 
people in three months. Another group is aiming to have a vaccine ready for testing in people in 16 weeks.  
 
Mortality 
Ebola kills half of the people who get it.  MERS killed 37%.  SARS killed about 10%. So far, the mortality rate for the 
new coronavirus is 2.9%. For many, the illness is about as serious as a cold or flu. Some infected people have mild or 
no symptoms at all and that undercuts efforts to halt transmission. The coronavirus has been compared to the flu, 
which every year infects kills about 0.13% in the U.S. according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. About 80% of those who died of COVID-19 were over the age of 60. 75% had pre-existing conditions 
such as cardiovascular diseases and diabetes. 
 
India 
As of February 13, 1,700 samples from suspected patients have been tested from across the country of which three 
samples have tested positive.  The 3 positive results were from students from Wuhan who, in late January, had 
returned to India from visiting Wuhan. 
 
From stepping up airport screenings to keeping tabs on thousands of individuals who returned from abroad, India is 
monitoring the new coronavirus outbreak at the highest level to prevent an epidemic, health minister Harsh Vardhan 
said Friday.  Screening measures include thermal screening for passengers coming from mainland China, Thailand, 
Singapore, Japan, and South Korea at airports and seaports, taking down their detailed history and then sharing that 
information with state-level and district-level surveillance officers to keep tabs on them through an integrated 
disease surveillance program, the health minister explained. More than 2,000 flights have been screened, he said.  
He said some 15,000 people have been “kept under watch as a matter of abundant precaution,” and those showing 
early symptoms were being kept in isolation at hospitals. 
 
 
One source:  https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30185-9/fulltext 
 
Updated counts: 
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6 
 


